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receipts of the Forest department in 1903-4 amounted to nearly
4| lakhs.

The main industry is the extraction of rubies, sapphires, and spinels,
all three of which are found together in the same gravel-beds,    The
Burma Ruby  Mines Company, Limited, works on
a large scale at Mogok and elsewhere with modern          mera s'

machinery under a special licence; and a large but fluctuating num-
ber of natives take out ordinary licences, which do not permit the use
of machinery. The company's workings take the form of large open
excavations. At present these vary from 20 to 50 feet in depth and
are kept dry by powerful pumps; the ruby earth (locally known as
byon} is loaded by coolies into trucks and hauled up inclines to the
washing machines, which are merely rotary cylinders discharging into
large pans, where by the action of water and revolving teeth the mud
is separated from the gravel. The latter is then treated in pulsating
machines which still further reduce the bulk, and finally the residue is
picked over by hand. For the year ending 1904 the following was the
result of the company's operations : rubies, 199,238 carats, valued at
13 lakhs; sapphires, 11,955 carats, valued at Rs. 8,700; and spinels,
16,020 carats, valued at Rs. 26,300. Of this total, stones worth 8-8
lakhs were sent to London for disposal there, and 4*5 lakhs' worth
was sold locally.

The staff in 1904 consisted of the following : 44 Europeans and
Eurasians, earning from Rs. 150 to Rs. 600 a month each; 254 Bur-
mans, at R. i each a day ; 1,073 Chinese, Shans, and Maingthas, at
R. i a day; and 248 natives of India, at from Rs. 20 to Rs. 100
a month, making a total of 1,619 hands. The company derives its
power from an electric installation driven by water, which generates
about 450 horse-power. During the dry season, steam is used to
a limited extent, the fuel being cut locally.

The number of native miners varies very much, but the average for
nine years ending 1904 was 1,220, paying to the company Rs. 60 a
month per set of three men working each mine, It is quite impossible
to estimate their gain ; but, as the working expenses are at least Rs. 20
a month in addition to the sum paid to the company, the industry
must produce Rs. 32,500 a month before any profit is made. The
four methods of native mining adopted are known as hmyaw or hill-side
workings, lu or cave workings, twlnlon or pit workings, and se or
damming a stream and diving for the gravel behind the dam or weir.
Most of the produce is sold locally, though fine stones frequently go
direct to London, In addition to the mining described above, women are
allowed to wash with small baskets in all perennial streams licence free.
Their individual earnings are probably not often more than a few annas
a day, but occasionally they pick up a valuable stone, and on the whole
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